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In Our Opinion:

It Must Return

For years the Flushing Remonstrance has sat in Albany -
159 miles away - brought back into view here in Flushing
only a handful of times.

That is just wrong.

The people of Flushing, before it was even Queens, said
that they would not stand to see anybody oppressed because
of religious beliefs. That tradition has carried over the last
three and a half centuries, with Queens proudly carrying its
Green Card welcoming the nearly 50 percent of the borough’s
residents who were not born in this country.

What the heck does Albany know .about the Remon— '
strance anyway? Who are they to keep our precious docu-
ment tucked away where nobody has the opportunity to
learn from it - not even them?

When putting together this issue, we called the New York
State Archives where the document is held. The first person
couldn’t figure out to whom the call should be switched
because she had never heard of the Remonstrance.

“It’s just the foundation for religious liberty in the
Western Hemisphere,” we told her. We got transferred.

“Are you sure we have it?” the next person asked. “l
checked our catalog and I don’t see it. Maybe the library has
itz

“No, we told them. “If you go to your Web site and click
on ‘New York’s Treasures,’ it’ll be the third oldest document
you guys have.”

“0Oh, there is,” the voice on the other side of the line said.

The people who DO know about it treat it tenderly and
care for it well, but it is clear that it is not doing anybody any
good to have it there in Albany. :

Bring it back home. Put it on permanent display in the
new and improved Queens Museum of Art, incorporate it
into the elementary school education and take our school
kids on trips to see a piece of history that they don’t have to
travel to Philadelphia, Washington or, gulp, Albany for.

Editorial from April 4th, 2007 edition of Queens Tribune.

For expanded and in-depth coverage of the Flushing Remonstrance, click
http://www.queenstribune.com/ for the April 4th, 2007 edition.



diorial from Janary 18th, 2007 edition of The Queens
Courier.
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Editorial cartoon from January 18th, 2007 edition of The Queens Courier.



